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MUSIC AND A MESSAGE 
Raising their voices for equality

The civil rights movement spearheaded by Dr. 

Martin Luther King Jr. opened America’s eyes to 

the surmountable struggle of basic human rights 

under our Constitution. Urging fellow countrymen 

to unite through the power of peace and words, 

King said, “We will remember not the words of 

our enemies, but the silence of our friends.” By 

compelling people to speak up against hatred and 

acknowledge what is wrong in this world, he helped 

to change the face of our society. ¶ Presently we 

find ourselves at the helm of another human rights 

fight—and for this, music artists, organizations 

and media are raising their voices for an issue that 

begs to break the silence. In its inaugural event, 

the 15-city True Colors Tour kicks off in Las Vegas 

on June 8 to promote and raise public awareness 

regarding the issues faced by the gay, lesbian, 

bisexual and transgender community. The tour 

was conceived by music icon Cyndi Lauper who 

will be joined onstage by Debbie Harry, Erasure, 

The Dresden Dolls and Indigo Girls for an unbeliev-

able night of music hosted by comedian Margaret 

Cho (pictured). ¶ In support of the Human Rights 

Campaign, the tour is presented by alternative 

lifestyle channel Logo, PFLAG, the Matthew 

Shepard Foundation and True Colors Concerts 

LLC. Advocating equal rights under the law for 

the lives of GLBT Americans, the Human Rights 

Campaign continues its fight to make equality a 

reality. So remember, friends: Show your sup-

port—as $1 from every ticket sale will be donated 

to the campaign—and shed the silence by raising 

your voice. –K I K O  M I Y A S A T O
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