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GIRL IN A COMA PULLS THROUGH 
by Xanna Donôt  

 

Imagine the jangly downbeat exuberance of The Smiths filtered through the grind of a 

Tarantino soundtrack. Augment the vocals with Bjorkish inflections laced over the casual 

melancholy of Morrissey and soup it up with some Siouxie Sue. Vigorously shake a heap of 

stars shining bright deep in the heart of Texas. Youôll be close. Girl In A Coma, with their 

clever moniker pulled from a smash hit by The Smiths, stays true to their namesakeôs authors, 

but infuses enough additional influences to make a sound that is very much their own.  

Phanie Diaz is the bandôs openly lesbian drummer. She and her best friend, Jenn 

Alva on bass, make up the driving rhythm section to younger sister Nina Diaz on manic, 

melodic vocals and guitars. Phanie graciously answered interview questions for Donôt Label 

It!, but one topic was off limits: in March, right after a string of successful performances at the 

South By Southwest Music Conference in Austin, Texas, there was an incident at a lesbian 

bar in Houston that culminated with Nina and Jenn in jail. Reports from witnesses published in 

The Houston Press clearly indicate a case of police brutality; a rebuttal from the bar owner 

followed, peppered with a litany of comments from more witnesses disputing his account of 

events and alleging the use of a gay slur by the offending officer. The band is keeping silent 

until their court date this month, but with the diversity and talent displayed on their newly 

released second album, there were still plenty of interesting topics to explore.  



 ¬There«s a club if you«d like to go?  

You could meet somebody who really loves you...­  
XANNA DONõT: I can remember the first time I heard The Smiths; in the 1980ôs, my high 

school friends and I went to Spit, the cool punk dance club in Boston. There was initial 

hesitation as to how to dance to ñHow Soon Is Now,ò because its tempo was odd and slow; it 

wasnôt a pogo! But the song caught on, especially with the gay kids. Do you remember the 

first time you heard them or were they always omnipresent in the soundtrack of your lives?   

PHANIE DIAZ of GIRL IN A COMA :  I remember when I first 

heard Morrissey  and [his solo debut] album Viva Hate . A 

fri end of mine brought her cd player to class and was 

constantly listening to him and The Smiths. She let me 

use it one day and the first song that got me was 

"Hairdresser on Fire."  I would sing the line, ñyou're 

always busy, really busy,ò around Jenn a lot and she 

would ask, ñWhat are you saying?!ò Then I played her the 

album. She always forgets, but I remember her really 

getting into "Everyday Is Like Sunday."  Nina got into him 

because, well, I made her. How could she not? I was 

constantly playing him.  

 

¬I don«t give a damn ªbout my reputation¢­  
XD:  On your new album, Trio B.C. on Joan Jettôs Blackheart Records, you do a song with 

and about her called ñJoannie in the City.ò  When Joan appeared on The Henry Rollins 

Show (IFC) last year, she described touring with and in support of presidential candidate 

Howard Dean, and how she was disgusted when he was sandbagged by television news 

media.  His now infamous speech (where he shouted out every state they were going to win) 

was rebroadcast repeatedly with what musicians refer to as a dry board mixðno room sound 

was incorporated. Joan was in that room and recalled that the audience was erupting so 

loudly and wildly with support for him that he had to shout! But the dry mix version made him 

look crazy and killed the future of his campaign. Are you all old enough to vote yet? And are 

you at all suspicious of the media or worry youôll be misrepresented?   

PD: All three of us can vote. As soon as Nina was old 

enough, she did. We were on the road when it was time to  

vote for our new president, so we had to send in absentee 

ballots through the mail. It was an important race. The  

media can always be funny, and it can either be used as a 

great tool or totally against you. All you can do is be  



GIRL IN A COMA continued¢ 

 

yourself and not worry about it. If you have a following, 

then they will stick around if you have proven yourself 

to be a good person. I consider myself and the girls to 

be good people. We have always been nothing but true to 

ourselves and what we do. So we really have nothing to 

fear.  

 

 
right after.   I remember sitting in a storage area 

backstage in L.A. with her until it  was time to play.  

 

XD:  Were you ever initiated into the San Antonio dive punk bar, Taco Land?   

PD:  We never played Taco Land. Jenn and I went there 

late once to ask Ram if we could play there, and his 

response was, "What the fuck, get out of here, it's  too 

late!" It was classic Ram. We've been there plenty of 

times to watch shows, though. It was one of the last 

venues in San Antonio with the true essence of a punk 

club.  

¬I really wanna, but I«m 

Too Young To Date­ 
 

XD:  What was it like to be playing 

nightclubs when Nina was 

underage?   

PD:  W hen we started 

playing out, Jenn and 

I were freshly 21. 

Nina was 13. But we 

never had a problem 

playing clubs in San 

Antonio. It wasn't 

until we left on tour 

that we had problems. 

The 21+ bars only let 

Nina in when it was 

time to play. Then 

sheôd have to leave  

 



XD:  In October I visited my former home of Austin, Texas, and stumbled upon The Austin 

Chronicleôs Margaret Moser and Tim Stegall hosting a fabulous U18 (under 18) Austin Music 

Showcase at the legendary Threadgillôs. Did any of you ever attend or benefit from a program 

like The Austin School of Musicôs Rock Camp or Girls Rock Camp, with chapters all over the 

United States?  

PD:  We never were involved, but we're going to play a 

benefit for Girls Rock Camp in Austin in July; it's a 

great program.  

 

¬If it«s not love, then it«s the bomb-the bomb-the bomb  

that will bring us together¢­  
XD:  Also in July, youôre playing the popular lesbian nightclub Sue Ellenôs in Dallas, 

Texas, and in August, The Michigan Womynôs Festival, an exclusively female event. 

Have you ever played an event that was strictly women only, even in terms of who is 

allowed to attend?  How do you feel about that and what do you think its benefits 

might be?     
PD:  We've played gay events, feminist events, even an 

anarchy library, but overall no matter what the gender, 

sexuality, religion, race, we all have something in 

common: the love of music. Music is an escape, a freedom. 

Hip - hop, dance, country: doesn't matter the category. 

There is a fan behind it. There is always a benefit to 

playing these events because you're reaching out to 

people of all kinds of backgrounds.  

 

¬Some girls« mothers are bigger than other girls« mothers¢­   
XD:  You titled Trio B.C. after the name of your grandfatherôs Tejano band in the 1950ôs and, 

on it, you perform your first Spanish language song, a thrashed out version of the 1960ôs 

Mexican pop song, ñVen Cerca.ò  All three of you are Latina and the band has been 

nominated for Best Newcomer at the American Latino Awards to be broadcast later this 

summer. How does your family feel about the incorporation of your heritage into your music?   

PD:  They love it and they are proud. The three of us had 

a goal and we are doing it. We never sought out to be 

role models for our community, but now that we understand 

how important this is, we have embraced it and we too are 

proud.  

 



¬I would hate anything to happen to her¢­  
XD:  You have MySpace friends who have added ñIn A Comaò as a suffix to their names.  How 

did that begin?  

PD: I noticed people where adding it, so I started 

putting them in our Top Friends. There are so many I need 

to revolve them now, because some fans actually get mad 

that they're not up there!  

 

¬Do you really think she«ll pull through¢?­  
XD:  While in Austin last March, you collaborated musically with Margaret Cho for her 

upcoming album, Guitarted. Margaret is currently in Atlanta working on a television show for 

Lifetime called ñDrop Dead Diva.ò  Is there a chance the diva may drop in on your June 12 

show at The Masquerade as she did for your South By Southwest showcase?   

PD: She may be there; she is always invited. Margaret's 

grea t to be around and we are really excited to be 

working with her.  

 
 

www.girlinacoma.com  

www.myspace.com/girlsinacoma  

www.americanlatino.tv/awards  

www.girlsrockcamp.org  

Photos by Sarah Quiara and Adam Stockstill  
 

Girl In A Coma performs live:   

June 11, The Nick, Birmingham AL 

June 12, Masqueradeôs Hell, Atlanta GA   

 

http://www.girlinacoma.com/
http://www.myspace.com/girlsinacoma
http://www.americanlatino.tv/awards
http://www.girlsrockcamp.org/


CLUB BITES 
by Megan St. James  
 

Want to swirl, sniff, and sip on some fine boutique 

wines in a beautiful lounge setting? Bellissima has a 

wonderful list of wines to tempt anyoneôs palate. The  

2007 Domaine du Deffends Le Rosé D'une Nuit  had delicate floral overtones whereas the 

2006 Colosi Nero D'Avola from Sicily had hints of cocoa and black cherries. To compliment 

these gems, a wine bar style menu provides a delicious array of antipasti, salami, bruschetta, 

cheeses and fantastic Panini sandwiches. The Gala apple salad with pecans and farmhouse 

cheddar tasted refreshing. Under ñsweetsò is the dark 70% Belgian chocolate with dried 

cherries and sea salt; it matched beautifully with the Rare Wine Companyôs Charleston 

Serical Special Reserve Madeira. Starting this month, Bellissima offers Wine Flights to 

sample and experience how winemaking and terrain affect the grape. Enjoy a glass or two with 

friends, lovers, or that special stranger, cin ciné   www.myspace.com/bellissima_lounge  
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