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n today’s rinse-and-repeat, disposable pop-mu-
sic world, the three brothers of pop-rock band
Hanson have hung on much longer than many

people expected following their 1997 hit “MMMBop.”
A decade ago, the Hansons—then all under the age

of 18—scored three Grammy nominations and sold
more than four million copies of their debut album,
“Middle of Nowhere.” Today, Oklahoma natives Isaac

Hanson, 26 years old, Taylor, 24, and Zac, 22, still gar-
ner critical acclaim for pitch-perfect harmonies.

Their self-released 2004 album, “Underneath,”
reached No. 1 on the U.S. Billboard Independent chart.
The trio are currently on tour in the U.S. to promote
their fourth album, “The Walk,” and say they hope to
tour Asia next year.

Here, the albums they say influenced them most.

Dangerous, Michael Jackson (1991)
This album spawned the hits “Black
or White” and “Remember the
Time.” The band members say they
admire Mr. Jackson’s ability to craft
catchy, irresistible grooves.
“Sometimes the lyrics don’t matter,”
says Zac. “It’s about the visceral
emotion coming across. No one
ever made ‘ugh’ sound so good.”

Rubber Soul, The Beatles (1965)
The Fab Four’s sixth album,
featuring singles such as “Drive My
Car” and “Norwegian Wood,” has
been hailed as the turning point in
The Beatles’ evolution—and in rock
’n’ roll history. “They took…the ’50s
swing thing and gave it a more
straight-up kind of feel,” says Isaac.
“This is pop-rock perfection.”

River of Dreams, Billy Joel (1993)
This album includes the
piano-backed ballad “Lullaby
(Goodnight, My Angel)” and the
gospel-tinged “River of Dreams.” The
band particularly admires Mr. Joel’s
storytelling abilities, which epitomize
“the intrinsic core of how to pull
people in,” says Hanson lead singer
and keyboard player Taylor.

Pet Sounds, Beach Boys (1966)
With singles like “Sloop John B,”
“Wouldn’t It Be Nice” and “God Only
Knows,” this album is widely
recognized as a pop classic. “It’s
really complex, but it is done so
effortlessly that it sounds simple,”
says Hanson guitarist Isaac. “That’s
an important part of what music
can be and is.”

The Rock N’ Roll Era: 1958 (1987)
This compilation includes hits by
Chuck Berry, Little Richard and
Bobby Darin, among others. The
Hansons say they first listened to it
as kids, and began to write music
soon after. “That music was kind of
the heart of rock ’n’ roll,” says Zac,
the band’s drummer. “It was one of
the things that changed the culture.”
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