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Yk STAR POWER

f you're tired of hearing the hype about the lafest bands that sound like yesterday's
oldies, Von iva, a genre-busting all-girl io from San Francisco. is hiffing the big
screen this month in the new comedy Yes Man, staring Jim Carrey. They re what LA
Weekly cails “an ass-shaking mix of soul, disco and dirfy, raw rock 'n” roll.”

With Kelly Harris, aka Lay Lay. on the drums and Bex on synthesizer. INsile caught
up with lead singer Jillian iva to check in on their whirwind four and find out what it
felf fike to sing with Zooey Deschanel! on the set of a Hollywood movie.

¢ Lindsay Smith

How did Von Iva get started? People have labeled your sound as

well, we used to be a four plece, and the dance-punk, soul, disco, and rock ‘n’ roll.
criginal bass player, who's had a baby, and the How do you feel about people trying to
other three members were just kinda jamming define your music?

and thinking about starfing a band and had You know, it's interesting. | still stutter when
played in other bands before, so it was kind of people ask me to describe our style—I don't

a serendipitous meetifﬁg when | met them. They think we're genre-specific, which | think is

iked my voice, and fiere we are., exciting. | like to hear people's take on it and

What did you like best about making your
new EP, Girls on Film?

I felt the production of the naw songs was
really exciting. We spent a lot of time working
on it—we aclually camped oul at a friend’s

how they perceive it, and everyone seems

fo be a little different. The only thing that's
frustrating is when we go to play a show and
we 're dedling with a soundperson who's

wsed to dealing with just guitar and bass, and
they're not sure how o get our sound to come
across comacily.

house who has a recording studio in Indiana
and we reglly put a lot of time and thought into
the songs. | got to take multiple vocal fakes

What were your musical influences and work with layering and harmonizing, so for

growing up? me personally, that was the best part.
Do you feel like everything has happened My mom raised me with her good taste in
too fast for Von Iva, or has there been a music; she loved The Supremes and Aretha What was “:e hardest part of recording the
steady progression? Frankiin and Tina Turner, so that was always a new album : .
| feel ke there's been a pletty good big Influence for me, You know, being holed up in o house where

all you do is leamn fo eat and breathe ... it's
amaiing being able fo do that, but il's ako
frustrating. | was sleeping in the same room as
the vocal booth. You become enfrenched in
the music and you over-analyze if, so there's
frustrating moments and exciting moments.
The hardest part would be the moments of
frustration until the epiphany hits, ike “Ah-Hal
That was what we're looking for."

progression, being as this is my first band, |
didn't know what to expect—we didn't
goin for fame and forfune, we just went

in for the love of music—and we've just
been fortunate that things keep coming to
us, faling in our kap, from doing songs for
TV shows and being featured in a movie.
But | wouldn't say it's been easy. We've
been fortunate to have music that people
respond to.

The blood vessels in your body measure 60,000 miles altogether.
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Where did the name Girls on Film come
from? Any connection to the movies?

It's kinda fongue-and-cheek—it's derived from
the Duran Duran song. We're going to be in
the movie Yes Man, so iterally, we ‘re girls on
film. Also, the cover is slils from the video shoot
that we did, and we thought that looked really
cool.

How'd you get involved in Yes Man?

We were in the right place at the dght fime.
Our CD was over in Copital Records, and the
cover caught the eye of the music supervisor,
and he said, "Let's see how it sounds." So, he
liked the sound, and the next thing we know
we're at a meeting in Beverly Hills, and then
we're in a movie.

Won Iva with Zooey Deschanel on the set of Yes Man.

STAR POWER Y

Melissa Moselay

What was it like working with Zooey?

It was great, Obviously she's a very lalented
rmusician. My standpoint in the beginning was.
"She's asinger, I'm going to be in the back with
the tambourine, That's cool.” but we wrote songs
before we met with her. She was very gracious.
She said, “You've got such a great voice, | can't
imagine you not singing with me,” and the next
day she came up to me with the director. She's
really down-to-earth and a super nice lady.

What did you like best about being involved
in the making of a movie?
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Being put up in a really nice hotel room for two
weeks straight, where all you have to do s sitin a
rehearsal space and go and jom with Zocey. And
obviously being behind the scenes and seeing
the inner workings of how a Hollywood movie

is made—so much goes into one little scene,
hundreds of people everywhere, plus meefing
Jim Carrey aller walching him from back in the
day. It was so much.

You got to meet Jim Carrey?

‘We were on the sel early, make-up and blah blah
bilah, and in the trailer, and then he walked in! |
thought, “Gulp, shil, this is the real deal, a movie
star, ok—dress-up time, this is business.” | have

to say | was nervous, for sure, and then after the
first song he came up and was ke, “Man, you
guys are greall Super awesomel!” | thought: Big
sigh of relief. He's really cool; he’s a funny guy. It
was interesting to see how professional he was
and how into each scene he would get before
filming.

How was writing the song “Yes Man" for the
soundirack? Was it hard to write something
tailored to a particular film?

Mo. Becky and Kelly came up with the
instrumental part of if, and we were given part
of the script for the part where Zooey and Jim
initially meet, and it was inspiration—it was ike
being given words o use that | could plug in and
have fun with, Having the script was ke aready
having the picture, and it made it really easy.

Decemeer 2008

Why do you think your live performances
are, to quote your fans, “legendary?”

I think it's the unpredictability. | definitely never
know what's going to come out of my mouth, to
tellyou the truth, and as far as musically, we all
put our heart and soulinte it, and we have a lot
of fun with it. Plus, we have extended endings fo
our songs, and we never know whal’s going fo
happen. The gudience never knows where it's
going to go, and it makes it exciting for us each
fime, and that comes across 1o the audience
that we're actually emoting, and | think people
respond to that. I've been known to vamp it up.

Vamp it up?

You know. Run around, get in people’s faces.

| was always in the front and center bafore |

was in a band, looking up af people and being
enamored, sa | can put myself on the other

sicde and humanize the experience. There's no
separation between me and the audience—no
“I'm up here and I'm down there"—so | get allup
in peoaple’s business.

So you're already a month inte your tour.
Any memorable moments?

It all starts to blur together. Last night was pretty
amazing. That was a great show, being in the
middle of Manhattan, playing the show, like
"Wow, are we really here?" We even lke shows
where there aren’t a lol of pecple there, but
the pecple who are there are so into it, Then all
10 people there buy something and then have
us sign their shirts. There's always something
enterfaining. We get a greal response wherever
we go.
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